
Gateway keys (non-
negotiables/basic skills)

Mastery keys (year group 
national curriculum 
expectations)

Feature keys (vocabulary, 
manipulating sentences 
and tense, structure) 

• Use punctuation at Y4 & 
5 standard correctly (full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks, 
question marks, commas 
in a list, commas after 
fronted adverbials, 
apostrophes for 
contraction and 
possession)
• Use fronted adverbials
• Use a variety of verb 
forms consistently and 
correctly
• Organise paragraphs 
around a theme

• Use passive verbs
• Identify the audience 
for and purpose of writing 
• Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a wider 
range of cohesive devices 
(Y5 recap) 
• Use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing (Y5 
recap) 
• Use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity

• Engage reader through 
use of description, 
feelings and opinions 
• Use adverbs and fronted 
adverbials (with doubt in 
my mind, anxiously, 
afterwards) 
• Use rhetorical questions 
to engage reader • Use 
consistent 1st person 
• Write in consistent 
tense including 
progressive and perfect 
forms 
• Include the 5Ws – who, 
what, where, when, why 
and how
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